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A Study on Legalization of Same- Sex Marriage in Taiwan
Abstract

This study tries to evaluate the necessity of drafting Same-Sex Marriage

Law in Taiwan by not only comprehending viewpoints and acceptance of

Taiwanese citizens but also seeking the opinions from scholars, experts

and civil groups regarding this issue. This study also evaluates that

whether the Same-Sex Marriage Law should be incorporated in existing

marriage institutions in Civil Law or be drafted as a special law.

Firstly, this research conducted telephoning questionnaire and then
analyzed the gathered data. The study finds that there are more people for
the idea of moderate openness (including inheriting properties) to same-sex
marriage than against it due to the concepts of respecting fundamental
human rights and freedom, but 63.2 % of the people are concerned about
the future growth environments for the children adopted by same-sex
marriage families. In terms of legalization of same-sex marriage, 38.9% of
the people advocate maintaining the status quo, 37.4% of those believes in
amending existing laws. “Age”, “Marital Status”, and “Homosexuality
Orientation among Relatives and Friends” are important basis to predict
questions and items. The temporary answers obtained from these
questionnaires are that we may moderately broaden the rights of same-sex
marriage couples and adopt proper approaches to amend laws step by step.
As the the public getting higher acceptance and the supporting measures
are completed, the regulation of special law can be considered.

As for the legalization of same sex marriage, the proportion of pros and
cons is not far. It may be explained that more time is needed to legalize
same sex marriage until the advocates become majority to live up to most
people’s expectation. But there are others advocate that immediate actions
should be taken because “human right “is a universal value. It’s only a
matter of right or wrong to legalize same-sex marriage, not a matter
regarding major or minor approval of this issue, and the questionnaire
survey should not be the excuses of delaying the drafting of same-sex
marriage. This study tries to use three indexes- Essential Purpose of
Marriage, Constitutional Protection of Human Rights and the Best
Interests of Children to examine whether same-sex marriage should be
legalized. After evaluation, the study suggests that same- sex marriage
should be legalized in Taiwan.
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As for the approach to formulate the law, the study suggests it should not
only make the process simple for reduction of resistance, but also meet the
needs of same-sex marriage couples. It would be better to formulate
“Same-Sex Marriage Law”, and it can take the design of same-sex couples’s
laws in Germen as reference regarding the content and accompanied with
the features of Taiwan Family Law. The suggestions to Ministry of Justice
in this part are as follows: It should continuously observe the intentions of
the public in order to formulate appropriate laws for same-sex marriage
couples. And for the content of the legalization, more in-depth follow-up

studies are needed to create a sounder same-sex marriage law.

Key Words: same- sex marriage, same- sex couples, legalization,

protection of human rights, the best interests of
children
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SR BRI AN B T ZAE AT > P AR 22U (T el - s et
IR A S 2 20 SR REAY SRS | A RS 0 IBHE
{EIRE JI7E8E - RN B T B A RS —E 2 s ek » 2 H
NEBEN S st - sEERENPT - M AHEBS 75 AE
NH&EG T — a8 AR - —FAS 7 » AN EEEARE
o MA AR BIEEEH S 76 - R RyE A 2 K EHES A RAYHE
B o HAGHEE A GEYIREERLZ A 7% (separate but equal) » FAZ5H H
TR B R REE I U - A e HE— TN IR (% (F Foucault
AL » —fESEEA (] Bourdieu %) WY - (T ABEA EMEE
ARATDAEAEE ~ Sk B (] DIUERE P FHYEE(Field ) » JES
il - LR - BT RA RMEEE v DU EEHEE @ BN =R
A A USRS TN BT TR IE HE= R % (domestic partnership) ~ JGEL
BRI 5% & 50 PR B {4 (registered partnership) ~ fEEIAY A E AR R (%
(Lebenspartnerschaften) ~ JEBHY /A R G BhEE {%:(Pacte civil de solidaritg,
PaCs) ~ 3] Vermont JNAY A RES G RE (F(civil union)Z 55 - Al—E R FEZE
W AR (marriage) ? BRAIFTAFERIZ B RAE—1% - RN AEIULS
M 7 Ry (TR P R (5 7 2 P AR R 2 B AFRHYE ARG - AR
B A EERE: - B EEAARE] - B E Mg E sy - B —fEmAf
%o e TR |

7. BAEERHER RIS SRS ?
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Fte » ANRERVEEA TRER—REH - —RER TEre ) MErEEEmTS|
FHVIES Fom o FBIRMTET]  GBHERNSE NS - 32 AMEFEEER
A EAGEE SRR - T AEMEEA EEREER - 2500 -
AR AT RE I T BB N AR AR BT 2 A5 S A B S
7t AJLMERGENIER  (Hh A REERE - RGeSt tl-EEs
RN e i KD « fam el (SR ET AT SR BN R | RSB ARER -
NP 0 [FSE N EE & - BRAREK T ~ T T RAlgEEE
T ERRRERE - BETFEIRCRAVEE - SERIEEAVRE -
1.3 FEMEEREF LRI B AR SRIR ?

> 2 BT (FEIMSEE RN S RiE 2 ZAEMRE) - 20026 H » H
271-408 5 FRIEH » ( MENETNA R —= B FE MBI ERE AR
[BIEAELFESE ) - Y (RAOEER) » 2011 12 H > H 143-228 5 DUN HL &IV
9y 2 S5 BH BB A4S <http://narzissmus.pixnet.net/blog/> -

. EEREMEMHERHRERFERENVEEERIE

W TR 2t BRI AR R GRS Y A RIS - m] DU R E R (R
%~ B (RS S B MRS IR (R b ~ ABI A 4452 ~ BT
P RERERIEL B MIERR S/ E T [FIEE > B Mmook EEsE T — A B %2
iR CGEtER vs. 2 ER) » B AEEETEE =N ED -

2.1 FREHFBIE © (15/08/2013 FEHT)
240 P3RS (JF T#& ) =" RHL) BB #(Marriage) ¢
1. faBE(04/01/2001/177£E) ~ 2. EEFIEF(06/01/2003/17%) ~ EH]
M (05/17/2004/E17E) ~ 3. PEHEH(07/03/2005/177%) ~ 4. JIE
K (07/20/2005/F]7%) ~ 5. BEIE(11/30/2006/F]7%) ~ FEEIRETIIK
FEIN(11/12/2008 EE) ~ EEIIIN(2008/2010/F)0% ~ AH%[2012]
H7E) ~ 6. #fEi(01/01/2009/71K) ~ FEEIEERTEEIN(04/27/2009/
HJE) ~ 7. HiB(05/01/2009/117%) ~ EEIHEERFIN(09/01/2009/
100E) ~ ERFTEMRE M(01/01/2010/ 17 EFUR E E 245 1R F
{4) ~ FEEEERF(03/03/2010/T73%) ~ HPHEFEPHEF 17 (03/04/2010/
177%) ~ 8. #& F(06/05/2010/1L;%) ~ 9. KE(06/27/2010/ 1L
%) ~ 10. FAIFREE(07/22/2010/177%) ~ EEIGEIIN(07/24/2011/3T.
%) ~ AR HL TN (Alagoas)(01/06/2012/ F]E) ~ 1. FHEE
(06/15/2012/117%) ~ EE(EERRIHIN(06/07/2012/117%, 11/06/2012/

o SRR DL T EIME SR AL ) STERIL R o M ARG I SR R MRS
2N EEAEHE  AEEREEEL > TNMEBRE S A E e BRI BB T L
PEERRE > R o MRS DA T IS S R 1 o MR E A R SER B R R R
TLASIARE RATRER] WA R RIR—(E—Fr v B HIE - e A —EE R A S W
I - M2 ERIEETIIRTE « sERRES > (HENERA R S —E B[ M I (R =]
EHRZ BIREEEE ) o (BRAEE) s 20mFE 12 H 0 H143-228 > 55148 Hik 4 -
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DA ~ EEIBEEIN(01/01/2013/117%, 11/26/2012/ A FEE
H) - EEGEHERIMN (1n/o6l2012 AFLAIH) ~ 12 BRIE
(01/08/2013/177%) ~ 13. &RPERI(19/08/2013/317%) ~ 14. JEBH(IL
%) ~ ZE BB AL EL N (01/07/2013/ 71 0% ) ~ EEIEEE M
(01/08/2013/117%) ~ EEBHIEARE N (01/08/2013/117%) ~ 15. &
(k) >

2.1.2 JEEXELEIRER % (Civil Union, Civil Partnership, Registered

Partnership) (ZE4&MHE{%(Quasi-Marriage) ) :
F122(10/01/1989/2012 /£ Fi &I Eli7l) ~ FEi(1993, 2002) ~ H
81 (1995, 2005/ER I IEMAEH]) ~ 7KE5(1996, 2006) ~ 1 [
(01/011998)ZEE #H5HF)N(2000) ~ Z57#1(2002) ~ &= % E(2004)
HL[EH(2005) ~ Z#Z$11(2005) ~ 4LPER(04/26/2005) ~ EEIFE Y
ke (2005) ~ BF&fRfELE(2006) ~ 52 (07/01/2006) ~ Fr
(01/01/2007) ~ ZEEAEFE N (2007) ~ i =E(01/01/2008) ~ £
B &f ] M (02/01/2009) ~ &F f bb 52 (2009) ~ &) IF F]
(07/01/2009) ~ EEIFIZEFIZ I (07/01/2009) ~ ZEEFHTEEHTIN
(08/03/2009) ~ ZEFANZEEZEN(10/01/2009) ~ JE.JLZ%(2009) ~ B
HF(2010) ~ EFIEI(04/05/2011) ~ EEIFFEHIN(06/01/2011)
EEZEES N(07/01/2011) ~ EEE EFEMN(01/01/2012) ~ EEHE
FI ELIN(01/01/2012) ~ FISZ 2T B £ B (09/01/2011/ 1) ~ £
KH(03/15/2012/5F]7£)>

2.1.3 JEEE BB LB/ EFE{B & (Civil Partnership, Registered

Partnership, Domestic Partnership, Lebenspartnerschaft, Le Pacte civil

de solidarité (PaCS)) (i % (Semi-Marriage)) :
2 (PaCS/1999) -~ {H (Lebenspartnerschaft|/life
partnership/2001/2009BVerG )& & 75 M

2.2 [R{AREEH -

> WS FAREEPER A2 15 ERR T EMEMHESEEERENEE - BEHEEAN S
EEAZZE% (Conselho Nacional de Justica, CNJ) 1A 5 H 14 HEE 169 K&k EHEE 175 ok
i BEHH =R R BUL BRI N FEIME R S S R s (BREEAAE
REARAARR AR ) FF T DATBABR T 5 55 2 6 - [EMEAEINEE 1 (R ETIERR » 15
TR ENEROE 2 ¢ 3 B AMBTHEAER - BT LIFREIRT EE A E S
EiRbE - AW RARFEEEEDAZ B gV - TisE - BLAIE S E ARV 2 EHY
WELEFE S FEA T AR 2B S R AR - EE—lE RS o SERREH - B
EREEEENEZEG S 175 FAERE EMEHEEE TP EFRREZ 722 » Maurice’s Barabric
YAWP<http://narzissmus.pixnet.net/blog/post/32096369> (2013.08.12 F{&#EH; ) °

3 2B F A AR (Corte Suprema di Cassazione)5E—JiE 2012 4F 3 [ 15 H Sentenzan. 4184
HIh o #4370 available at <http://lwww.cortedicassazione.it/Documenti/4184_03_12.pdf>
(last visited 04/06/2012).
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2.2.1 T F—%¢ (almostall)
2.2.2 [fffEREFIAHIT (incorporation )
2.3 HEENH ARG
234 BEEHETENRE T
2.3.2 BEEHE B FHBWTEL FEREESEE
2.3.3 JRFEEEE (AIIZER ~ FIFRE)
2.4 B : EERE= (civil ceremony)
2.5 FRIFERER :
2.5.1 g/ iE ERR R S HA A A
2.5.2 HfGEAE RS R HE
2.5.3 {EFEIE - EREBFERGE - EEFIOERE - BREBLHIERE
2.5.4 (RbE
2.5.5 AHEHRGE
2.5.6 IRIRAEF]
2.5.7 H[EIE
2.5.8 HEHER E TRCHERE
2.6 REFIHEER -
2.6.1 T ILEIRRERE
2.6.2 4HARZE ¢ R EEEITHECE ~ fHE— 7RSI 20cE (second
parent adoption ) >* + BZEEBLEHHE
2.6.3 EEIINGISN > AP ¢ BRFCEREAERtEFEA - R - FrfsfiR
R o
2.6.4 NTAzZafidly « 22608 (ZE IR 3 BUN gD )
2.6.5 BEMEAHRRVAMRRE @ FIAIEEZERS - THES 2
2.6.6 [FIEFR&EH - BIARAGRERR A ERE T

. A EGR - XFRFEMEERF-EFERE
3.110 {1 T SZ¥ ) FEIMEA RIS S ORiEAEE B
1. FEEMESEE A B2 - IR B A —EZIEE A B AW » 502

B~ BB LU SR

WO AREERE— BN FEN AEME RS ECE T2 E S SRR - BIRIEA
bt—E AR L - $e BENED AR EME RS ERED T BRI I
B - A2 0 B IEEMIFERA HNE K BUNAREER REEENE —RIER
1E X and Others v. Austria (application no. 19010/07)—Z& ¥t » DB HNF B E2E [F 4 4E 2R 48 1H
RAGRIY R EHE T — A |2 R o R HARE RS R B N TATER T2 A8
R ARSI BR (5 2 5 fiie By oy SR E - RN & B AN S G S 1B IR R FI PR pE e - SRR G
HIZERIE > FRABEON AFEALIE 14 BREGEE 8 (R ZHUE | B{EFIA R KR B AT N ST
A AR EIEE(LE R EMEEEEA IREAZ IR - R RZEONAREERE - 7
A AT REBHEE S A FIE B B IR AR B IR L |
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o g tEees A% -

3. [EIMEAEI - FEORERL Gt ThE A& T FrA L&/ UERY PG ER
BEILAR o AFTRTRE o] DURM MRV REYIESEE - (N R de g AHE
g% ] LA BeE iERE S - BaLeSE -

4. BERIEIAIEE S PR DRI AL - A G > LT HETF =4
VUTE - FEIREtA n DASELE - — BaSE A Elan -

5. — B ARG FORE - RS RS E R E SR T
G 2cEe oy i ANy NG SR SR =N

6. GEIEEE BRI H AR A/ NZ BT ~ A2 E - 25
FEEAATEZEEE - N R fRa iRy MZEAN S g - RMEEE

7- BRARFRMEESCREA S SR N AVE AR SR A e
[EIPER N -

8. [FEIMEFH BB P EIREA R B ATEEE - £ —(EHREBURHIEISE > B—
SRR EEBL A E EI R (E R R iE I R TSR A A — e

9. HEFMLA —EFE —F—LHVAISHMEEE T MIKEBERAK - 2
AR Ry (TR PRI AL 1L B R PE AN Z

10. Efk—(EA B AR FEPEHE B P EORE > — g SAEhE L G AL -
kAN ER IR MIMOE R R AL SR - st B IR MEZ B4R
B KEBEIPIGY) 0 ATTERA -

3.2 FMER P ERET et G EE
[FI VA A 2 ORI T RE T BN L SR AT L B0
3.3 B TR TREMEEFFRES IR RAREAFERRE ESRS
3.3 BATAEBMBIGHE (&8 ) FEMEEEPERRE) 2% - A
T ~ R R SRS TN (TR A e R A O
Z5EF L BAE TIPALE ) BREME AR R A R SR o DUROR
AEAFE (AIASEER) '8P -

3.3.2 PRTERITVAE BB A UEE F B Rl (A HE 2 Bl% - {8

>~ EMfbLEE R TN - (TS R A (RS

SIERGF R AR — RS ER A EMRIESE o REE 7 THER (S A VG PR B RE (R AV R MEFE
fm  AMRWEH A E T L ZHUE - IRMBIEBIEATESS 6 fRES 1 T ~ 55 3 THGR 3 (RS 1 THMUE
MERE | BAEGR R - FEFEGEAEHER R - OB SEMBIERE AR 6 Ik
1 THFTORIERY T RIE ) (RIEEEHAIHIRE M RIE) © RAE RS BUCESRA TAE T2
HWHMS » #EREEAES 6 (RS 2 THATRUERY "85, - EIMERHERIRE B TRl (4 -
HZBIEATENRE | N E RS RSt ER RE R B - MG S B R
A EMEE A DUE R £ m 120 BT EAB 2N G AR B B R
ERATHEE > REFMEFEZEATES 6 FRATIRER R EHESSRER] - MEAATKSE 3 R 1
TEFTORIEE PERE MRS | BAERSE — eI ZORIAMB L JAAE 2014 5 6 H 30 HATSERE
E PR aBNERE -ERG - EERER MM mEAER G o RIFEEREE - (B
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P %35 - IR EE LAHRIER T AR S BRI > DU EEE
RIFERIZEAFFRARIR -
3.4 NPERRE/S A EIHEER |
BRI AR ER GO AR ORE » AR SE R SRR IR S 55—
BT oe e —EIRERIfRIE - B At A TTRE IR I » BIANEBIINAYET -
3.5 EHBIREIAANES
BB O E ARS8 /N S A R S I S R R N B
I HEERE R EE S - DURERSINE » &2 28 WS 00 n] B e TR
HHILERRE - 2 RIRIA 28— B BEEN e AEE R FaEHE
AR T R RE T A 1 el R P AR 2 R ME TR -
3.6 BB ERES A B HHE B A IEm L
DUEEEE BRI S ERE 2 &R FREENS  BUTRREAH L EHNE
fE - AR KRBT R B ZI PN &2 - MR DA M R T R4S
AR FE A S S T RENE:
3.7 FEIMEE R ERE T DU B B e RS TR
7 i [E SR S E AR R R IR R U A B g B i M sl DB
BE(LGBTQ)AIREFI (R -

EfE—E 13 FRIRIIAVERIE - REH: H CRIRNE LA 5 SHEEAL - REiEr
S () A B SRS ()R8 » ERIHIE - GEREAREEERME ? SENHIE -
MBI 13 FHEVEE 2 S - SRERE T AEAARE - (R RIE
HIRE > SEIMAEER A PR ? HREa 72/ ¢ BVerfG, 1 BvL 1/11 vom 19.2.2013, Absatz-Nr. (1 -

110), http://www.bverfg.de/entscheidungen/Is20130219_1bvlooo111.html.

* EH@TLIEREAART 201 4E 6 A 26 H C-577-201 HIHAFBHHRGR o [FINME (R 1E = B M
EAE P ELEE A » BOREFRIB g AR —FENSERAERITLE - & Al [E MR R AT s
FBEERAAES A RS E L EN GBI RER] o FIRESC o available at
<http://www.corteconstitucional.gov.co/comunicados/noticias/NOTICIAS%2026%20DE%20JULIO%
20DE%202011.php> (last visited 04/06/2012).
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FI R PEED A BT B 2013 %8 A 15 8

E(IEFE R RERE - KBEF RTA AL AFAMEE R 2001
P.140) EARELEHTH TR ARTEROBET Ao Toas
et RF e THGBEREEER  REARTERLEMS AL &
MAFEGAF T RAEBBEYRSHMET LTS T LA RS ENEBENR -
Ak ABEMNEREEITAZIE  LEEHXRERITAERLIBNES
HTHEBHOLR R EETFTLRARER —FXib > f BRRFEGRTE%
i 3t B4 AL G AL e iBAZ e e A LA Ak RERBBAC FRAGGFHT -
R hae 0 REHANF4 - FERMBP R E A BE ~ BIK R RE
AHENFTABEREAFTEETHE RRXEASNPLEEBLEARHF NS
RERFHEA BN ERT - EROREFRITLOERECEH (SRE  RE
e 1969 0 P.19-24)

fe e Eil S R A E A E - RESBREAMMERT RO A PTE
LB R AR AERIE 2 25 WwEE S XAREFT AN LI ERABRESF
BREFBRE—HEEAADFTHEEH BRREGEIADRE LRSS
BEFEF M ERENANREAM EFRNRREHELTRAFLENLE
XRABEABFREATEALTY  RERRERER S RO ERAFTAS &
E—TREN > LT RAEARDE REG—4E

ARENHRIBRLEER S REARNDETFRBH S RFGARNK
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From Wikipedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legitimacy (law)

Extramarital births[edit source | editbeta]

Figure &, Percentage of births io unmamied women, selected countries, 1880 and 2007
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Percentage of births to unmarried women, selected countries, 1980 and 2007.I£1

The proportion of children born outside marriage is rising in all EU countries, North America,

and Australia.}2

In Europe, besides the low levels of fertility rates and the delay of
motherhood, another factor that now characterizes fertility is the growing percentage of live
births outside marriage. In the EU, this phenomenon has been on the rise in recent years in
almost every country; and in seven countries, mostly in northern Europe, it already accounts

for the majority of live births.2

In 2009, 41% of children born in the United States were born to unmarried

mothers (up from 5% a half century ago). That includes 73% of non-Hispanic black children,

14][15

53% of Hispanic children(of all races), and 29% of non-Hispanic white children. In April

2009, theNational Center for Health Statistics announced that nearly 40 percent of American

infants born in 2007 were born to an unwed mother; that of 4.3 million children, 1.7 million

were born to unmarried parents, a 25 percent increase from 2002.2% The percentage born
extramaritally increased 21% during 2002—7, reaching 1,714,643 in 2007 (or nearly 4 in 10
uU.S. births).[ﬂl Most births to teenagers in the USA (86% in 2007) are nonmarital; in 2007,

60% of births to women 20-24, and nearly one-third of births to women 25-29, were

1

nonmarital.== In 2007, teenagers accounted for just 23% of nonmarital births, down steeply

from 50% in 1970.24

In 2011, 39.5% of all births in the 27 EU countries were extramarital. In that year,
births outside marriage represented a majority
inlceland (65.0%), Estonia (59.7%), Slovenia (56.8%), Bulgaria (56.1%), France (55
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.8%), Norway (55.0%), Sweden (54.3%), and Belgium(50%). The proportion of
extramarital births is also approaching half in Denmark (49%), the United

Kingdom (47.3%) and the Netherlands(45.3%).22 Other European countries with a
high rate of extramarital births for the year 2011

are Latvia (44.6%), Hungary (42.3%),Czech

Republic (41.8%), Finland (40.9%), Austria (40.4%), Luxembourg (34.1%), Slovakia

(34.0%), Germany (33.5%).28 The lowest proportion of births outside marriage was
found in Greece (7.4%) and Cyprus (16.9%).22

In the EU, the average percentage of extramarital births has risen
steadily in recent years, from 27.4% in 2000 to 39.5% in 2011.12%

It is notable that traditionally-conservative Catholic countries now also have substantial
proportions of extramarital births: e.g., Portugal, 45.6% (in 2012);@ Spain, 37.4% (in
2011); Ireland, 33.7% (in 2011); ltaly, 23.4% (in 2011).22

The percentage of first-born children born out of wedlock is considerably higher (by roughly

10%, for the EU), as marriage often takes place after the first baby has arrived.

Latin America has the highest rates of non-marital childbearing in
the world (55-74% of all children in this region are born to

unmarried parents).2 in most countries in this traditionally Catholic region, children
born outside marriage are now the norm. Even in the early 1990s, the phenomenon was very

common: in 1993, out-of-wedlock births in Mexico were 41.5%, in Chile 43.6%, in Puerto

Rico 45.8%, in Costa Rica 48.2%. In other countries, they were the majority:

in Argentina 52.7%, in Belize 58.1%, in El Salvador 73%, in Panama80%.24231

Other traditionally Catholic countries have also been experiencing majority extramarital births:

in 2007, Paraguay 70%, Dominican Republic 63%.2!

Out-of-wedlock births are less common in Asia: in 1993 the rate in Japan was
1.4%: in Israel, 3.1%;: in China, 5.6%; in Uzbekistan, 6.4%:; in Kazakhstan,
21%; in Kyrgyzstan, 24%.24

By Catholic Online (NEWS CONSORTIUM)
3/21/2013

Catholic Online (www.catholic.org)

Children without fathers still have tougher time than those who do

A report from academics and social scientists are calling it "The Great Crossover." Teen
pregnancy is down, but woman in their twenties are increasingly having children out of

wedlock. Statistics prove that 48 percent of all first children born in the U.S. are in a home
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with an absent father. While modern demographics and social change have contributed to
these statistics, children with an absent or semi-permanent man in the house still face a

tougher start than children who do.

Unmarried Childbearing
(Data are for the U.S.)
° Number of live births to unmarried women: 1,607,773

. Birth rate for unmarried women: 46.0 births per 1,000 unmarried women aged

15-44 years
. Percent of all births to unmarried women: 40.7%

Source: Births: Final Data for 2011, table C Z [PDF - 2.2 MB]
US CDC 2013 report

By Steven Swinford, Senior Political Correspondent
10:00PM BST 10 Jul 2013

Els11 comments UK il

The proportion of children born to unmarried mothers hit a record 47.5
per cent last year, according to the Office for National Statistics. The
figure has risen from 25 per cent in 1988 and just 11 per cent in 1979.

If the trend continues at the current rate, the majority of children will be
born to parents who are not married by 2016.

Conservative MPs and experts warned that the stark decline of marriage
is likely to lead to more family breakdowns and damage children's
prospects.

Tim Loughton, the former Children's minister, called on the government to
introduce tax breaks for married couples to help stop the decline. He said:
"If people are prepared to make a public declaration to each other in front
of their friends and family they are more likely to stay together. Without
marriage people drift in and out of relationships very easily.

"In families where parents break up children do less well at school, are
more likely to suffer mental health problems and are more likely to have
substance abuse problems.
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