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for it. The gravity of the offence is important in deciding whether counsel should be assigned
“in the interest of justice” as is the existence of some bb jective chance of success at the appeals
stage. In cases involving capital punishment, it is axiomatic that the accused must be effectively
assisted by a lawyer at all stages of the proceedings. Counsel provided by the competent authorities
on the basis of this provision must be effective in the representation of the accused. Unlike in
the case of privately retained lawyers,blatant misbehaviour or incompetence, for example the
withdrawal of an appealv without consultation in a death penalty case, or absence during the hearing
of a witness in such cases may entail the responsibility of the State concerned for a violation
of article 14, paragraph 3 (d), provided that it was manifest to the judge that the lawyer’ s
behaviour was incompatible with the interests of justice. There is alsoaviolation of this provision
if the court or other relevant authorities hinder appointed lawyers from fulfilling their task
effectively. ) -
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trials in criminal matters or related to a suit at law must in principle be conducted orally and




publicly. The publicity of hearings ensures the transparency of proceedings and thus provides an
important safeguard for the interest of the individual and of society at large. Courts must make
information regarding the time and venue of the oral hearings available to the public and provide
for adequate facilities for the attendance of interested members of the public, within reasonable
limits, taking into account, inter alia, the potential interest in the case and the duration of
the oral hearing. )- |
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